
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee

Date:  4th June 2018

Title: Equipment for Grounds and 
Environmental Services  

Purpose of the Report: To consider the purchase of new assets 
to help support and expand the services 
of the Grounds and Environmental 
Services team.

Contact Officer: Ian Haynes, Head of Grounds and 
Environmental Services

Corporate Objective/s
Leighton-Linslade Town Council Three Year Plan 
& Objectives 2015-2018

Aim 3 – 

“To provide great public open spaces, varied 
opportunities for sport and leisure and to exceed 
expectations in delivering cemetery and allotment 
services”

Implications:
Financial √ Nil effect on Reserves, Precept 

and 5-Year Financial Plan 
Projects

Human Resources Nil effect on Headcount
Operational/Service 
delivery

Increased capacity for both 
internal and external service 
delivery

Procedural/Legal √
Risk/Health and Safety

1. RECOMMENDATION/S

Should members be minded, the proposals are:



 
1.1 To note the report.

1.2 To endorse the purchase of 2 x ISUZU D-MAX (Double Cabs) with a 
maximum combined value of £42,000.

1.3 To endorse the sale or disposal of 1 x Citroen Berlingo (Y699 GNN)

1.4 To endorse the recommend to Council that this expenditure is funded by 
half Earmarked Reserves 9000/950 Plant & Vehicle Replacement and half 
by entering into a 5 year hire purchase agreement for a maximum value 
of £21,000 of which all payments will be made from the revenue budget. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The purpose of this report is to carefully consider the merits of the Town Council 
purchasing new equipment that will be fit for purpose for use by the Grounds & 
Environmental Service team.

2.2 At present the Town Council vehicle fleet comprises of six; 
2 x Toyota Hilux
2 x Ford Transit (Flat Beds)
1 x Kubota RTV
1 x Citroen Berlingo 

2.3 Whilst these assets are currently being used to deliver the in-house ground 
maintenance it is considered that they have limited capacity to reduce the 
staffing teams into smaller groups or even single team working.

2.4 Therefore, Officers have reviewed our current fleet of vehicles against the 
market-leading products available and it is believed that at least one larger 
single 4x4 will be the best combination going forward. All existing equipment no 
longer required can be traded in to reduce the total level of expenditure or will 
be scrapped if no trade-in is offered.

3 MARKET COMPARISON 

3.1 The market for amenity vehicle is very competitive, with a number of main 
manufacturers dominating the market - Ford, Toyota and Isuzu. All have been 
approached to provide detailed information on all models ensuring the Town 
Council purchase the most appropriate vehicle on the market in conjunction 
with value for money.

3.2 It is believed that there is very little to compare between the models that have 
been reviewed. It is also believed that having a major Isuzu dealer within the 
County is a great benefit for servicing and repairs, less downtime.

3. CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Therefore, it would be Officers recommendation to consider purchasing; 2 x 



 
Isuzu D-MAX one for the direct replacement for the Citroen Berlingo and one 
to expand the number of vehicles we have to expand the service that the 
Grounds and Environmental Services can offer, namely to fully provide the 
possible Town Ranger type services.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 All of the above equipment will dramatically increase the productivity of the 
single most expensive element within the grounds budget, our staff.

5. CONCLUSIONS

5.1 If the Committee is minded to approve the recommendations the equipment 
could be purchased and potentially delivered prior to August  2018. 


